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rUHERAIi  SERMOM. 


Proverbs  i.  8. 
-Forsalce  not  the  law  of  thy  mother. 


Parents  may  be  considered  the  first  and  most  effectu.il 
teachers,  that  God  has  appointed  in  the  human  family.  AH  par- 
ents are  constituted  teachers,  by  that  near  and  interesting  relation 
which  they  sustain  to  their  children.  They  are  called  upon  to 
take  the  infant  from  the  birth,  and  train  it  up  for  God.  They 
have  the  first  and  easiest  access  to  the  minds  of  their  tender  ofF- 
spring,  and  are  capable  of  making  the  deepest  and  most  abiding 
impressions  upon  them,  of  any  persons  in  the  world.  Th^re  are 
no  persons,  in  whom  children  so  readily  confide,  and  whom  theY 
so  readi!}'  follow,  both  in  precept  and  example,  as  their  parents. 
This  naturally  gives  pious  parents  the  greatest  advantage  over 
every  other  religious  teacher  in  the  world,  and  affords  them  the 
greatest  and  most  frequent  opportunities  to  do  good.  It  evident- 
ly appears,  then,  that  the  relation  which  parents  sustain  to 
their  children,  and  the  opportunity  they  have  to  do  them  good, 
necessarily  create  a  mutual  obligation.  Parents  are  solemnly 
bound  to  instruct  their  children,  and  children  are  as  solemnly 
bound  to  regard  the  instructions  of  their  parents.  This,  the  sa- 
cred writer  brings  into  view,  in  our  text  and  context.  "  The  fear 
ofthe  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge  :  but  fools  despise 
nisdom  and  instruction.  My  son,  hear  the  instructions  of  thy 
{■dther.  and  forsake  not  the  law  of  ihymother.  For  they  shall  be 
an  ornament  of  grace  unto  thy  head,  and  chains  about  thy  neck." 
What  is  here  enjoined,  evidently  supposes,  that  all  pious  parents 
will  regard  the  souls  of  their  children  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  give 
all  diligence  to  train  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord.  The  passage  involves  not  only  the  authority  and  pre- 
cepts of  the  father,  but  the  responsibility  and  salutary  instructions 
of  the  mother.  For,  in  the  clause  we  have  selected,  it  is  explic- 
itly enjoined,  ^*  Forsake  not  the  laio  of  thy  mothkr."  Taking 
these  words  for  our  guide,  then,  we  are  naturally  led  to  consid- 
er the  following  sentiment  : 


Children  are  under  peculiar  obligation  to  regard  the  pioris  in- 
stru^'ions  of  a  pious  KOTHER.  In  pursuing  the  subject,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  show, 

I,  That  pious  mothers  will  give  their  children  pious  instruc- 
tions.    And, 

Ij.  That  children  are  under  peculiar  obligation  to  regard  the 
pious  instructions  of  a  pious  mother. 

I.  I  asn  to  show,  that  pious  mothers  will  give  their  children 
pious  instructions.     Here,  then,  we  may  observe, 

1.  That  pi^us  mothers  will  give  their  children  pious  instruct- 
ton?,  because  they  are  sensible  of  their  obligations  to  God.  Ev- 
erv  pious  mother  feels  herself  bound  to  the  great  and  eternal 
God,  by  an  obligation,  which  can  never  be  loosed.  God  has  laid 
all  parents  und0r  the  most  solemn  obligation  to  train  up  their 
children  for  him.  He  says  to  them,  in  the  most  direct  and  ex- 
plicit manner,  "  These  words  which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
shall  be  in  thy  heart  :  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto 
thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittestin  thy  house, 
and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  liest  down, 
and  when  thou  riseth  up."  Such  high  obligations  as  these,  eve- 
ry pious  mother  must  sensibly  feel,  and  be  disposed  to  fulfil. — 
it  is  inconsistent  to  suppose,  that  a  mother  can  be  pious,  and  yet 
be  insensible  of  those  ties,  by  which  Bhe  is  bound  to  the  great  and 
eternal  God,  respecting  the  souls  committed  to  her  charge.  But 
if  a  pious  mother  is  sensible  of  these  obligations;  then  she  will 
make  it  appear,  in  her  life  and  conversation,  towards  her  immor- 
tal offspring.  She  will  bear  them,  in  the  arms  of  her  prayers,  to 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and  lead  them  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
both  by  precept  and  example.  She  will  open  to  them  the  scrip- 
tures of  eternal  truth  ;  and  inculcate  upon  their  tender  minds, 
those  holy  doctrines,  and  heavenly  precepts,  which  ar£  able  to 
make  them  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  the  divine  Re- 
deemer. This  she  will  do,  because  she  fears  God,  and  delights 
to  obey  his  commandments.  She  also  considers,  that  her  children 
are  under  obligation  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  to  devote 
themselves  constantly  to  his  service.  She  will  hence  endeavour,  by 
all  means,  to  show  them  their  immediate  and  imperious  duty ;  and 
exhort  them,  daily  and  perseveringly,  to  love  and  obey  God.  So 
she  will  leave  them  without  excuse,  if  they  do  not  hearken,  and 
their  blood  must  be  upon  their  own  heads. 
,    ^.  Pious  mothers  will  piously  instruct  their  children,  because 


they  feel  their  obligation  toward  (heir  children.     Mothers  are  not 
only  under  obligation  to  God,  but  they  <ue  under  high  and  solemn 
obligation   to  the  precious    and  immortal  souls  of  their  immortal 
oftspring.     As  they  have   been  instrumental  in  the  existence  of 
their  children  ;  so  they  are  bound  to  them,  by  indissoluble  ties. 
As  long  as  their  children  remain  under  their  care,  they  are  mor- 
ally obliged  to  counsel,  warn,  correct  and  instruct  them  ;  that,  if 
by  any  means,  they  may  effc^ct   their  eternal  salvation.     If  chil- 
dren go  to  perdition,  through  the  neglect  of  their  mother,   they 
must  perish  in  their  own  sin  ;  but  their  blood  must  be  required  at 
her  hand.     Now  the  pious  mother  must  feel  these  obligations  to- 
ward her  children.     She  must  be  truly  sensible,  that  she  cannot, 
by  any  means,  fulfil  her  duty  toward  them,  unless  she  counsel, 
warn  and  instruct  them,  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  persever- 
ance.    Every  mother  feels  bound  to  her  offspring,    by  the  ties  of 
natural  affection.     Perhaps  there  are   no  feelings  of  natural  affec- 
tion so  warm,  so  tender,   and  so  constant,  as  those  of  the  mother 
towards  her  children.     But  the  pious  mother  feels,  that  her  ties 
of  moral  cbligation  infinitely   surpass  those  o^  natural  affection. — 
Natural  affections  are  common  to  animal  nature.     They  relate  to 
present  enjoyment,  present   safety,  present  interest   and  happi- 
ness ;  and  are  principally  concerned  in  the  apparent  pleasure  or 
pain  of  the  mortal  part.     But  moral  ties  regard  the  soul  and  eter- 
■nity.     They  have  respect  to  holiness  or  sin,  happiness  or  misery, 
beyond  the  grave.     When  the  pious  mother,  then,  takes  into  con- 
sideration the  precious  souls  of  her  dear  children,  and  views  them 
as  committed  to  her  trust ;  she   must   know,  that  her  moral  ties 
forego  and  swallow  up  all  others.     She  must  be  sensible,  that  the 
bonds  of  natural  affection  are  not  to  be  compared  with  moral  obli- 
gation.    Natiiral  affection  may  often  tempt  her  to  neglect  her  du- 
ty ;  but  moral   obligation  will  prompt  her   to  perform  it.     The 
ties  of  natural  affection  may  entice  her  to  seek  the  mere  present, 
or  temporal  enjoyment   of  her  children  ;  but  her  bonds  of  moral 
obligation  will  constrain  her  to  sacrifice  present   and  sensual  en- 
joyment, for  eternal  holiness  and  eternal  felicity.     As  she  is  wil- 
ling   to   give    up    all    her  possessions,    and  all    her    interests, 
and  all  her  children,    for    time  and   eternity,   for   the  sake  of 
God's  ineffable   glory :  so,   she  must   be   disposed  to  follow  the 
same  rule  of  disinterested  love  with  respect  to  the  temporal  and 
eternal  welfare  of  her  precious  offspring.     She  must  consider  it 
infinitely  better  for  them  to  endure  a  moment's  pain  in  this  life. 


though  contrary  lo  the  strongest  ffielings  of  sympathy  and  natural 
affection,  thtui  to  sink  clown  into  everlasting  burnings.  She  views 
it  unspeakably  better  for  theni  to  be  deprived  of  a  moment's  sen- 
sual gratification,  than  to  lose  the  eternal  joys  of  heaven.  She 
knows,  that  it  is  incomparably  better  fur  them  to  cut  off  a  right 
hand,  or  to  pluck  out  a  right  eye  ;  than  that  the  whole  soul  and 
body  should  be  cast  into  hell  ;  "  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and 
the  (jre  is  not  quenched."  Sensible  of  these  moral  ties,  then,  the 
pious  mother  cannot  cease  to  warn,  she  cannot  cease  to  instruct, 
she  cannot  cease  to  counsel,  she  cannot  cease  to  restrain  her 
children,  with  the  utmost  perseverance,  diligence  and  fidelity,  as 
one  who  must  soon  meet  them  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ. 

o.  Experience,  observation  and  fact,  abundantly  prove,  that 
pious  mothers  have  ever  been  disposed  to  give  their  children  pi- 
ous instructions.  To  this  effect  we  have  numerous  examples  re- 
corded in  the  holy  scriptures.  The  iTjOiher  of  Samuel  devoted 
him  to  the  Lcrd,  from  the  womb,  and  diligently  instructed  him 
in  all  the  precepts  and  ordinances  of  the  divine  law.  The  mother 
of  Solomon  appers  fo  have  been  no  less  faithful  tov/ard  him.  The 
precepts,  which  she  taught  him,  doubtless,  laid  a  broad  founda- 
tion for  all  that  wisdom  and  prudence,  for  which  he  has  ever  been 
celebrated,  both  as  a  king  and  a  saint.  Accord mgly  in  the  preface 
to  one  of  his  most  beautiful  and  instructive  chapters,  we  have  this 
striking  memorial  of  his  mother's  fidelity  :  *'  The  words  of  king 
Lemuel,  the  prophecy  which  his  mother  taught  him-"  The  mo- 
ther and  grandmother  of  Timothy  are  spoken  of,  as  remarkable 
for  their  diligence  and  fidelity,  in  communicating  religious  knowl- 
edge. He  was  instructed  in  the  hely  scriptures,  when  a  child  ; 
which  made  him  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Such  examples  are  recorded  not  only  in  the  holy  scriptures,  but 
we  might  refer  to  many  others,  in  the  history  of  the  Christian 
church  and  biographies  of  good  men.  How  often  has  it  been  told, 
in  the  relation  of  religious  experience,  what  the  pious  mother  has 
said,  to  lead  the  mind  to  God  !  How  many  have  dated  their  ear- 
liest, and  most  permanent  religious  impressions,  from  the  holy 
precepts  and  virtuous  example  of  godly  raothers !  How  many  are 
now  alive,  in  the  Christian  church,  who  can  bear  witness  to  the 
fidelity  and  watchfulness,  with  which  their  mothers  followed  them, 
in  their  salutary  lessons  of  virtue  and  piety  !  All  these  things  are 
standing  memorials,  and  living  witnesses,  by  v/hich  many,  though 
dead,  are  yet  speaking,  and  say,  "This  is  (he  way  ;  walk  ye  in  it.'* 


It  is  more'than  probable,  that  many  in  this  assembly  have  been  bles- 
sed with  godly  mothers,  whose  example  and  inHtruclions  pre  now 
speaking  to  them  from  the  grave,  with  a  voice  more  powerful  than 
the  thunders  of  heaven,  ai»d  hy  which  they  are  continually  called 
upon  to  "  fear  God,  and  keep  his;  commandments?."  Of  thou- 
sands of  such  mothers  in  Israel  and  the  Christian  church,  it  has 
already  been  said,  "  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth  :  Yen,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labours  ;  and  their  zi'orks  do  follow  them.'''' — "  Precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

We  may  have  assurance,  then,  that  pious  mothers  will  piously 
instruct  their  children,  because,  they  feel  their  obligation  to  God: 
because  they  are  sensible  of  their  obhgation  toward  their  children; 
and,  because,  experience,  observation  and  fact,  bear  w'itnci=s  to 
their  fidelity  and  watchfalntss,  in  the  discharge  of  this  important 
duty.     I  proceed  to  show, 

IL  That  children  are  under  peculiar  obligation  to  regard  the  pi- 
ous instructions  of  a  pious  mother.  "  My  son,  hear  the  instruc- 
tions of  thy  father,  and  forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother.  For  they 
shall  be  an  ornament  of  grace  unto  thy  head,  and  chains  about  thy 
neck."     Here  I  would  observe, 

1.  That  the  natural  relation,  which  children  sustain  to  their 
mothers,  creates  an  obligation  of  peculiar  weight  and  importancp. 
This  relation  is  one  of  the  nearest  and  most  interesting,  which  can 
exist  in  the  human  family.  Every  person  of  sensibility  must  con- 
sider the  ties  of  natural  affection,  between  parents  and  children. 
especially  those  wdiich  pertain  to  the  maternal  side,  as  among  the 
strongest  in  nature.  Now  this  endearing  relation  creates  the 
strongest  obligation  of  the  mother  toward  her  children  ;  and  of 
children  toward  their  mother.  It  binds  her  to  be  fi^ithful  to  them  ; 
and  it  equally  binds  them  to  regard  her  instructions,  and  to  follow 
her  example.  No  persons  can  sustain  the  relation  of  parents, 
without  beingunder  the  highest  moral  obligation  to  train  up  those 
committed  to  their  charge,  "  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord."  It  is  also  equally  certain,  that  none  can  sustain  the 
relation  of  children,  without  being  under  as  high  obligation  to 
receive  and  obey  religious  instruction.  This  must  always  be  the 
case,  so  long  as  the  nature  of  things  remains  the  same,  and  there 
continues  to  be  an  essential  and  immutable  dilference  between 
moral  good  and  evil.  The  natural  relation,  which  children  sustain 
to  their  mothers,  then,  creates  an  obligation  of  peculiar  weight 
and  importance. 


2.  Modiers,  esiwciaily  if  pious,  hav-  pecnHar  claims  upon  the 
aff'ections  of  their  children.  There  are  no  persons,  wha  suffer 
and  do,  and  bear,  so  much,  as  mothers  inr  their  children.  -is 

certainly,  givres  Ihera  tlio  highest  cl  li  n^ip^iu  fas  lafaral  affectioas 
of  their  offspring,  and  inu.'^t  exciie,  in  the  he  t,t  of  sensibiliiy.  ;el- 
ing-5  of  the  utmost  tendernes.s.     Who  can  cotit-:  ib 't  suJer- 

ing  and  care,  and   toil,    and   watchfulness,    auk         ,        ■  flFection, 
which  every  tender  mother  besiovi's  tjpon  her  child,  .A'jfh)!!!     the 
highest  degree  of  gratitude,  and  the  most  tender  emotions  ?  1  hose 
nam.  less  pangs,  which  none-  but  a  raother  can  know  ;  that  patient 
toil, which  none  but  a  mother  endures  ;  that  unceasing,  unaiitDKble 
affection,  which  ever  flows  froru  her  heart,  nnnst  certainly  present 
the  strongest  motives  to  regard  her  with  constant  faithfulness,  and 
to  bind  a  child  with  ten  thousand  cords.     How  often  are  her  mid- 
night slumbers  prevented  by  the  infant  cry  !   how  often  does  she 
smooth  the  cradle's  piiJow  !   how  fretdy  does  she  impart  a  neces- 
sary subsistence  from  her  own  bosom!   how  freqiiently  does  she 
shed  the  tears  of  ccnpassion,  and  heave  the  labouring  sigh!   how 
often  bear  her  infmt  offspring  in  her  fe -ble  wrms,  till  she  is  ready 
to  sink,  perhaps  to  the  grave,  with  watchfalneps,  with  care,  with' 
fatigue,  and  wasting  sickness  !  All   this  is  done,  and  ten  thousand- 
fold more,  without   a  murmur.     Do  her  children  live  .and  grow 
up  ?  With  what   tender  solicitude  and  affectionate  eyes,   does  she 
follow  them,  through  all  the  dangers,  and  snares,  and  temptations, 
to  which  they  are   exposed  ;  while  she  prays  for  their  welfare, 
with  never  ceasing  fervency  !   How  often  does  she  go  to  the  Mercy- 
seat,  with  the   utmost  importundy,  for  their  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare  !  If  they  are  sick  ;  who  so  kind,   so  unwearied,   so  com- 
passionate, and,  to  them,  so  good  a  nurse,  as  their  tender  mother  ? 
Could  children  but  once  look  into  the  secret  springs  of  a  mother's 
heart ;  could  they  but  witness  every  falling  tear,  and  every  heav- 
ing sigh  ;  could  they  foUoiv  the  pious  footsteps  of  such  a  guardian, 
to  the  lonely  cioset ;  see  her  bend  before  Almighty  God,  and  hear 
her  raise  her  fervent  prayers  to  the  throne  of  Heaven,  for  their 
temporal  and  eternal  welfare  ;    they  must  be  constrained  to  say, 
that  the  one  half  has  not  been  told  them.     Their  hearts  must  melt 
with  gratitude  ;  their  eyes  must  flow  with  the  tears  of  sympathy. 
There  are  certainly  no  persons  in  the  world,  who  have  stronger 
claims  upon  the  affections  of  others,  than  the  pious  and  affectionate 
mother  upon  the  hearts  of  her  children.     For  them  she  suffers 
the    keenest  anguish  ;  for  them  she  toils  ;  for  them  she  sighs  ; 
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for  them  she  weeps  ;  for  them  slie  prays  ;  to  them  she  adminis- 
ters the  balm  of  health  ;  for  them  she  wears  out  wearv  days  and 
slpepless  nights.  Do  they  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  ?  She  re- 
joices with  ihera.  Are  they  sunk  down  with  sickness  and  adver- 
sity ?  She  weeps  over  them.  Do  they  walk  in  the  paths  of 
piety  and  virtue  ?  She  exalts  the  Lord,  and  pn.ises  him  for  his 
grace.  Are  they  inclined  to  vicious  r.nd  profligate  habits  ?  She 
loves  them  still  ;  but  her  heart  is  broken,  and  her  head  goes  down 
with  sorrow  to  the  ffrave  !  How,  then,  can  children  forget  the 
law  of  their  mother  ?  Her  pioas  example  and  instructions,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  wdl  forbear,  must  surely  bind 
them,  as  long  as  they  live,  and  the  peculiar  claim  she  has  npon. 
their  natural  aifections,  must  strengthen  their  moral  ties  ten  thou- 
sand t'old. 

3.  Children  are  under  peculi  ir  obligation  to  regard  the  pious  in- 
structions of  a  pious  mother,  because  this  a  duty  enjoined  by  the 
authority  of  Almighty  God.  To  this  pffr-cf  is  the  precept  in  our 
text  :  '■'■  Forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother.''''  The  first  command- 
ment with  promise,  is,  "  Honour  thy  fither  and  thv  mother  that 
thy  daj'S  may  be  long  upon  the  land,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  g  veth. 
thee."  Agun,  it  is  writt-^n,  "  A  wise  son  raakr-th  a  glad  Hither : 
hut  a  foolish  man  despiseth  his  mother.  The  rod  and  reproof 
give  wisdom  :  but  a  child  left  to  himself  bringeth  his  mother  to 
sh;tme.  A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father  ;  but  a  foolish  son  is 
the  heaviness  of  his  mother.  The  eye  thatmocketh  at  his  father, 
and  despiseth  to  obey  his  moiher,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  s^hall 
pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it."  It  appears,  then, 
that  God  has  repeatedly  enjoined  upon  children,  the  duty  of  obe- 
dience to  both  prirents  ;  and  has  denounced  awful  curses  aj^amst 
them,  in  case  they  disregard  either  their  pn  cepts,  or  iioly  exam- 
ples. Accordingly,  the  apostle  says,  "Chddren,  obey  your  pa- 
rents ill  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right."  These  consi(ler  itions  present 
the  most  weighty  and  important  reasons,  for  children  to  regard 
the  pious  instructions  of  a  pious  mother,  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence, and  most  cheerful  obedience. 

IMPROVEMENT. 
1.  If  children  are  under  such  pecuii.ir  obligation  to  regard  the 
pious  instructions  of  a  pious  mother  ;  then  al!  mothers  are  under 
peculiar  obligation  to  be  pious.  This  must  follow  of  course. — 
The  obligations  between  parents  and  children,  are  always  recip- 
rocally binding.     If  children  are  under  obligation  to  receive  re- 


Sgious  instruction  ;  then  parents  must  certainly  be  under  as  higti? 
and  solemn  obligation  tog-^e  religious  instruction.  But,  how  can 
parents  he  prepared  to  give  religious  instruction,  unless  they  are 
themselves  religious  ?  How  can  they  direct  children  to  walk  in 
those  paths,  in  which  they  refuse  to  walk  themselves  ?  How  can 
they  teach  their  children  the  duty  of  becoming  virtuous  and  holy,, 
when  they  themselves  are  utter  strangers  to  experictental  re- 
ligion ?  These  are  solemn  and  weighty  questions,  whiclf  must, 
sooner  or  hiter,  be  forced  upon  the  consciences  of  all  irreligious 
parents  ;  and  which  they  must  be  obliged  to  answer,  whether 
wiiling  or  unwitlinj,  in  view  ofeternai  realities  !  A  pious  parent 
i's  one  of  Heaven's  richest  gifts  ;  but  an  ungodiv  and  irreligious  pa- 
rent is  an  inconceivable  curse.  God  himself  declares,  thnt  he 
will  visit  the  iniquities  of  the  parents  up,)n  the  children,  unto  the- 
third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  isim  ;  thougis  he 
will  show  mercies  unto  thousands  of  tliem  that  love  him  and  keep  his 
commandments.  This  demands  the  most  serious  consideration  of  all' 
parems,  and  ought  to  have  imperious  weight,  in  relation  to  the  mar- 
riage rite.  The  children  of  Israel  were  strictly  commanded  notto- 
marry  with  those,  who  were  out  of  the  pale  of  the  visible  church. 
By  violating  this  command,  in  the  days  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah, 
they  brought  a  great  curse  upon  themselves,  and  upon  their  chil- 
dren, and  God  visited  them  with  the  sorest  judgments.  He  refused' 
to  walk  with  them,  till  they  repented  of  their  wickedness,  and 
turned  to  him  by  an  effectuai  reformation.  This  divine  injunction 
is  of  no  less  importance  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  and  is 
enforced  with  no  less  authority,  than  it  was  under  the  Levitical 
Taw.  Accordingly,  the  apostle,  speaking  oi'widows  in  the  church, 
declares,  that  they  have  a  rit^ht  to  marry  "  only  in  the  Lo7-d." — 
Again,  he  says,  "  Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbe- 
lievers :  for  what  fellowship  hath  righteousness  with  unrighteous- 
ness ?  and  what  communion  hath  light  with  darkness?  and  what 
concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  what  part  hath  he  that  be- 
iieveth  with  an  infidel  ?  Those  who  violate  this  command,  always 
bring  a  snare  upon  themselves  ;  and  deprive  their  children,  if 
they  have  any,  of  the  richest  of  heaven's  blessings,  a  pious  father, 
or  a  pious  mother.  But  our  subject  enforces  the  duty,  by  au- 
thority of  Almighty  God.  for  all  persons  to  have  respect  to  the 
principles  of  true  religion,  in  forming  the  mitrriage  relation  ;  and 
Isinds  all  parents,  with  everlasting  obligation,  to  be  tndy  pious,  and 
to  walk  within  their  houses  with  perfect  hearts,  and  set  holy  exam- 
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r\)-\e3.  That  same  Almighty  Being,  who  says  to  every  child,  ''Ihar 
the  imtruction  of  thy  father,  and  forsake  tint  the  law  of  thy  mother,''^ 
as  peremptorily  speaks  to  every  father,  and  to  every  toother,  s;iy- 
ing,  ''  These  words  which  I  commmd  thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thy 
heart :  and  thuu  shiilt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and 
shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  fittest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou 
walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou 
risest  up."  Let  every  parent  lay  tiiis  subject  to  heart ;  and  let 
mothers,  especially,  be  exhorted  to  consider  the  solemn,  and  ever- 
lasting ties  of  moral  obligation,  by  winch  they  ;ire  bound  to  their 
tender  offspring,  and  by  which  they  are  bound  to  be  truly  and  em- 
inently pious, 

2.  We  learn,  from  our  subject,  that  pious  mnthers  have  great 
encouragement  to  be  faithful,  in  communicating  religious  knowledge 
to  their  children.  That  very  obligation,  by  which  children  are 
bou'id  to  receive  instruction,  affords  encouragement.  If  children 
were  under  no  natural  nor  moral  ties,  to  regard  the  law  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  then  mothers  might  well  suppose,  that  they  should  labour 
in  vain,  and  spend  their  strength  for  nought,  in  attempting  to  com- 
municate instruction.  Bnt,  that  same  divine  authority,  which 
obliges  them  lo  instruct,  also  obliges  their  children  to  receive  and 
improve  their  pious  instructions.  This  must  afford  the  greatest 
encouragement,  for  every  mother  to  be  faithful  and  persevering  in 
the  discharge  of  her  duty.  If  mothers  are  diligent  and  faithful, 
in  preparing  the  ground  and  sowing  the  seed  ;  they  may  reasona- 
bly hope,  that,  by  and  by,  it  \Yill  spring  up,  and  bear  fruit,  some 
thirty,  some  *ixty,  and  some  a  hundred  told. 

"  Though  seed  lie  bary'J  long-  in  dust, 
"  It  shan't  deceive  their  hope  ! 

"  The  precious  grain  can  ne'er  be  lost, 
"  For  grace  insures  the  crop." 

But,  pious  mothers  have  also  great  encouragement  from  former 
examples.  What  an  inestimable  blessing  was  the  mother  of  Sam- 
uel to  him!  What  reason^had  Solomon  to  rejoice  in  the  mst ructions 
of  his  pious  mother  !  How  blessed  was  Timothy,  who  from  a  child 
was  taught  the  holy  scriptures,  which  made  Inm  wise  unto  salva- 
tion, through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus'.  Who  can  calculate  tiie  bles- 
sings, which  pious  mothers  have  bestowed  upon  the  chuich,  and 
upon  the  sons  of  the  cliurch,  in  former  ages  ?  Who  can  c;dcnlatc 
the  blessings,  which  will  result  from  the  pious  instructions  of  pious 
mothers,  in  time  to  come  ?  There  are,  doublle»s,  many  now  io 
the  church,  who  are  sowing  that  good  seed,  which  will  bear  fruit 
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to  eternity,  to  the  eternal  joy  of  all  holy  beings.  Multitudes, 
do  ibti  ss,  have  :«lrrM;t_y  gone  to  heaven,  through  the  instru;nen- 
tality  of  th<  ir  go^li}'  and  praying  mothers  ;  and  millions  mora  may 
go.  in  like  manner,  who  shall  be  fitted  by  the  same  holy  precepts 
atiJ  holy  examples.  Let  pious  mothers  persevere,  and  be  still 
raor-  constant,  more  faithful,  more  diligent :  for  in  due  tim^-,  they 
shiil  surely  reap,  if  they  fiiat  not.  If  th;'y  sh  )uld  never  have  the 
gati«(fiction  of  seeing  their  chiblren  walk  in  the  truth  ;  still  they 
may  rejoice  ia  the  Lord,  who  will  glorify  liimself ;  they  shall  clear 
the  .>i;kirt9  of  their  garments  from  the  blood  of  souls  ;  and  they 
*'  shaii  in  no  wise  lose  their  reward." 

S.  It  appears  fri?m  our  subject,  that  those  children,  vrho  are 
blessed  with  pious  mothers,  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful. Such  a  blessmg  is  worih  ten  thousand  worlds.  Who  caa 
estimate  the  benefits,  which  a  pious  mother  is  frequently  the 
me.ifjs  of  bestowing  upon  the  precious  souls  committed  to  her 
charge  ?  Her  instructions  are  often  blessed,  and  her  praj^ers  an- 
swered, ia  their  eternal  salvation.  She  follows  them  with  line  up- 
on line,  line  upon  line ;  precept  upon  precept,  precept  upon 
precept,  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little  ;  with  the  utmost  anxiety 
for  their  eternal  welfare,  and  the  most  fervent  prayers  to  the 
Father  of  spirits,  that  he  may  lead  them  in  the  way  everlasting. 
She  is  frequently  the  means  of  calling  down  inestimable  bles- 
sings upon  the  heads  of  her  children  ;  while  she  commends 
them  to  God,  in  the  exercise  of  holy  love,  and  gospel  faith,  and 
gives  all  diligence  to  train  them  up  m  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord.  The  vaiae  of  such  a  mother  as  this,  may  be  seen 
and  felt  in  eternity  ;  but  will  never  be  duly  appreciated  in  this 
fallen  vvorld.  What  abundant  reason  for  thankfulness,  then,  have 
children,  for  such  a  mother  as  this !  Ingratitude  for  such  an  ines- 
timable blessing,  must  surely  be  exceedmgly  provoking  in  the  sight 
of  Him,  who  searches  the  heart! 

4.  Are  children  under  such  peculiar  obligation  to  regard  the 
pious  instructions  of  a  pious  mother?  Then  those,  who  do  not  im- 
prove snch  instructions,  must  have  a  most  awful  and  solemn  ac- 
count to  give  in  the  day  of  retribution.  God  will  surely  bring 
every  secret  thing  into  judgment,  whether  good  or  evil  ;  and  he 
will  not  hold  him  gudtl  ss,  who  despiseth  instruciion.  and  scorn- 
eth  reproof.  As  those  who  are  blessed  with  pious  parents  are 
under  the  most  solemn  obligation  to  improve  the  blessing;  so 
their  guilt  must  be  a  thousand  fold  more  aggravated,  if  they  har- 
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den  their  hearts,  and  turn  away  their  ears  from  hearing  the  coun- 
sels, afUnonitions  and  reproofs,  which  God  has  commanded  their 
parents  to  administer.  The  account,  which  such  children  must 
render  at  the  har  of  God,  must  be  exceedingly  dreadful.  This 
will  take  place  without  fail.  Children  are  rapidly  advancing  to 
the  throne  of  judgment,  where  they  must  surely  meet  their  godly, 
and  faithful  parents.  But  such  parents  will  then  be  swift  wit- 
nesses against  those  children,  who  have  refused  to  hearken,  aad 
have  destroyed  their  own  souls,  by  their  own  folly  and  wickedness. 
6.  We  learn  from  our  subject,  why  those  children,  who  despise 
the  instructions  of  their  mother  or  treat  her  with  contempt  and 
abuse,  are.  and  ought  to  be,  considered  as  monsters  in  wickedness. 
As  every  pious  mother  has  peculiar  claims  upon  the  affections  of  her 
children,  and  as  children  are  under  peculiar  obligation  to  hearken 
to  her  instructions  ;  so,  it  denotes  a  most  awful  degree  of  depravi- 
ity  and  hardness  of  heart,  for  them  to  treat  these  instructions  with 
contempt,  or  to  cast  the  eye  of  scorn  at  the  maternal  guardian. — 
Though  wicked  men  have  often  considered  it  a  mark  of  weakness 
and  disgrace,  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  their  mother;  yet  it  has 
ever  been  a  characteristick  of  all  wise  and  good  men  to  treat  their 
mother  with  peculiar  tenderness  and  respect.  King  Solomon  did  not 
consider  it  in  the  least  degrading  to  his  dignity,  to  rise  fron)  his 
royal  throne,  to  bow  before  his  mother,  in  the  presence  of  his 
most  noble  princes,  and  to  place  her  at  his  right  hand,  as  a  peculiar 
mark  of  affection  and  respect.  ''  And  the  king  rose  up  to  meet 
her,  and  bowed  himself  unto  her,  and  sat  down  on  his  throne,  and 
caused  a  seat  to  be  set  for  the  king's  mother,  and  she  sat  at  his 
right  hand."  Our  divine  Redeemer,  also,  remembered  his  mother, 
and  made  provision  for  her,  even  in  his  dying  agonies.  "  Now 
there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus,  his  mother,  and  his  mother's 
sister,  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleophas,  and  Mary  Magdalene.  When 
Jesus  therefore  saw  his  mother,  and  the  disciple  standing  bj'  whom 
he  loved,  he  saith  unto  his  mother,  Woman,  behold  thy  son! 
Then  saith  he  to  the  disciple.  Behold  thy  mother  !  And  from  that 
hour  that  disciple  took  her  unto  his  own  home."  When  such  pe- 
culiar tokens  of  affection  and  respect,  have  been  manifested  toward 
a  mother,  by  the  wisest  and  best  of  men,  and  even  by  our  Lord 
himself;  it  is  not  strange  that  those,  who  treat  their  mother  with 
contempt  and  abuse,  should  be  considered  and  treated  as  monsters 
of  wickedness.  Accordingly,  it  has  been  a  common  sentiment 
among  mankind,  that  persons,  who  disregard  those  natural  and 


n 

■moviil  ties,  by  whicli  they  are  bound  to  their  maternal  guardian,  av 
treat  a  mother  with  contempt  or  abuse,  siiou'd  be  considered  as 
possessing  a  brutish  temper,  an  !  unworthy  to  be  numbered  with 
the  human  family.  Solomon  says,  "  The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his 
father,  and  despiseth  to  obey  his  mother',  the  ravens  of  the  valley 
shall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it."  Under  the 
Jewish  law  it  was  commanded,  that  '  whoever  cursed  his  father  or 
his  mother,  should  surely  be  put  to  death.'  Again,  "If  any  man  have 
a  stubborn  and  rebellious  sea,  who  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  his 
father,  or  the  voice  of  his  mother,  and  that  when  they  have  chast- 
ened him,  will  not  hearken  unto  them  :  Then  shall  his  father  and  his 
mother  lay  hold  on  hitn,  and  bring  him  out  unio  the  elders  of  his 
city,  and  unto  the  gate  of  his  place  ;  and  they  shai!  say  unto  the 
elders  of  liis  city,  This  our  son  is  stubborn  and  rebellious,  he  will 
not  obey  our  voice  ;  he  is  a  glutton,  and  a  drunkard.  And  all 
the  men  of  his  city  shall  stone  him  with  stones,  that  he  die  :  so 
sbalt  thou  put  away  evil  from  among  you,  and  all  Israel  shall  hear, 
and  fear."  It  must  be  considered,  then,  as  a  most  aggravated 
breach  of  moral  obligation,  and  the  highest  degree  of  shame  and 
reproach,  for  children  to  disregard,  or  treat  with  contempt,  the 
pious  admonitions  and  precepts  of  either  parent. 

6.  It  appears  from  our  subject,  that  those  children,  who  lose  a 
pious  mot'ier,  sustain  an  incalculable  loss.  Such  a  mother  was 
worth,  to  them,  more  than  all  the  gold  and  treasures  of  the  East, 
were  these  in  tlieir  possession.  She  was  continually  following 
th^ra  with  her  pious  admonitions  and  precepts,  and  allunng  them 
by  her  holy  example.  She  continually  watched  for  their  souls,  as 
one  who  must  give  an  account.  She  was  continually  interceding 
in  their  behalf,  before  the  throne  of  Divine  Mercy,  and  calling 
down  blessings  innumerable  upon  their  heads.  But,  when  she 
goes  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  she  ceases  to  watch  ;  she  ceases  to 
pra}^  ;  she  ceases  to  toil ;  she  ceases  to  instruct  ;  except  with  that 
silent  voice,  which  arises  from  the  shades  of  death,  saying,  "  jBe 
ye  also  ready  1''^  Her  eyes  are  closed  in  death  ;  her  tongue  is  si- 
lent ;  her  work  is  done  ;  and  she  has  entered  into  h'Br  eternal  rest ! 

With  such  a  mother,  God  was  pleased  to  bless  your  Pastor  and 
his  brothers  and  sisters  :  and  such  a  loss  they  are  now  called  to 
sustain!  She  was  a  professor  of  religion  for  about  forty  years, 
and  adorned  the  doctrine  of  God  her  Saviour.  The  law  of  kind- 
ness was  on  her  tongue  ;  and  that  love,  "  which  sceketh  not  her 
own,"  appeared  to  flow  from  her  heart.     She  was  ever  ready  to  do 


good  find  communicnle,  not  only  to  her  children  and  connexion?!;, 
But  to  c/Z  within  the  circle  of  her  ncquaint;mce.  The  cause  oi' 
Zion  was  evidently  dearest  to  her  heart.  She  desired  the  spread 
of  the  cjosjtel,  and  the  extension  of  the  R,edeeai(;r's  kingdom.  She 
pitied  the  poor  benighted  heathen,  and  felt  d(  epiy  for  the  perishing 
souls  ol  impenitent  sinners  in  a  Christian  land.  *She  cheerfully 
gave  her  sons  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  Ministry,  and  her  daugli- 
ters  to  be  teachers,  among  the  savage  tribes  of  a  western  wilderness. 

She  esteemed  nothing  too  dear  to  be  imparted  for  the  sake  oi' 
the  chiirch,  and  ttie  eternal  glory  of  her  Redeemer  She  thought 
much,  she  read  much,  she  toiled  much,  she  wept  much,  she  pray- 
ed mu'h  forthe  ps-oi^peritj'  of  Zion,  and  the  introduction  of  Christ's 
mi'lf^nnial  kingdom.  She  was  a  faithful  partner,  a  faithful  friend, 
a  faithful  guardian,  and  a  faithful  ?ister  in  Christ's  visible  churcii. 
In  short,  her  excellencies  shone  both  in  precept  and  example  ; 
and  she  made  herselfa  pattern  of  good  works  ;  a  follower  of  them, 
"  who  through  fiiith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises."  Though 
she  was  a  stranger  to  you,  and  lived  in  a  distant  country  ;  yet,  I 
am  persuaded  you  will  excuse  me  for  thus  attempting  to  delineate 
lier  character,  and  paying  this  sad  tribute  of  respect  to  her  pre- 
cious memory.  It  is  my  desire  to  make  the  subject  profitable  to 
yon,  as  we!!  as  to  myself.  As  many  of  you  know  the  feelings  of  a 
parent,  and  all  of  you  the  feelings  of  a  child,  you  will  readily  in- 
dulge that  affection  and  tenderness  which  your  Pastor  solicit=.~^- 
Now,  while  I  request  your  sympathy  and  prayers  in  behalf  of  mv 
remaining,  venerable,  bereaved  parent,  and  his  surviving  children  ; 
permit  me  to  apply  the  subject  to  yourselves,  as  those  who  are 
rapidly  hastening  to  eternity,  and  who  must  meet  j'our  afilicted 
Pastor  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ. 

I.  Let  me  ask  those  of  you  who  sustain  the  relation  of  parents, 
how  you  perform  the  duties  which  pertain  to  that  responsible 
office  ?  How  many  pious  fathers^  how  many  pious  mothers  are 
there  in  this  assembly,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  pn- 

*  The  Antb.or  was  graduated  ;it  B.  Univerfitj',  Sept.  1821,  and  '.va'  ordain- 
c.i  Aiiii;.  20,  1S23  His  brother  Tyler  Thacher,  v/as  gfraduated  at  the  ?ame 
institution,  Seit.  1824.  an  i  is  now  t:  liceuciate.  Hannah  Thachpr, -vvho  was 
afterv,-ards  Kitii-ried  to  William  VV.  Pride.  iM.  D.  left  Harord,  Penn.  tor  the 
Chortaw  Misjuin  at  Elliot,  the  fore  part  ofOct.  1*20.  Philcoa  Thacher  snt 
out  for  the  same  mission,  Sept.  10,  1823.  Tlie  next  day  after  her  departure, 
St(H>;ien  Richardson  Thachsr  vvas  instantly  reimoved  into  eternity,  hy  iha 
3trok:>  oi  a  hn-cce  levpr.  occasioned  by  the  roilins^  of  a  loj^  while  he  wa?  at 
■n-ork  ,n  tic  field.  These  severe  and  complicated  affliction?  were  sustained 
by  til- Author's  mother,  with  a  pectiJiar  decree  of  Chvi^tiaa  fortifade  aai; 
resi^Tiatioa. 
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rents  ?  Who  of  you  sire  faithful,  with  respect  to  3'our  children  ? 
Whoofyod  obey  this  divine  precept:  "  And  these  words  which 
I  command  you  this  day  shall  be  in  thy  heart  :  and  thou  shalt 
teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them, 
when  thou  siltest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way, 
and  when  thou  Hest  down,  and  when  thou  rise*t  up  ?"  These  are 
f|uest,ions  which,  if  they  are  not  answered  now,  mnst  be  answered 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  when  you  meet  your  children  at  the  bar 
of  God.  But  be  entreated  to  let  conscience  speak  and  to  obey  its 
voice.  Consider  the  worth  of  the  souls  committed  to  your 
charge  ;  and  that  you  are  solemnly  bound,  by  the  relation  you  sus- 
tain to  your  children,  by  the  truths  of  God's  word,  by  the  worth  of 
souls,,  by  the  pains  of  death,  by  the  judgment  to  come  by  the  joys 
of  heaven,  by  the  torments  of  despair,  and,  what  is  infinitely  more, 
by  the  authority  of  Jehovah,  to  train  up  your  children  for  God  and 
eternity., 

2.  Permit  me  to  ask  children,  how  they  regard  the  instructions 
and  examples  of  their  parents.  Do  von  obey  the  divine  injunc- 
tion, •'  My  son,  hear  the  instructions  of  thy  father,  and  forsake  not 
the  law  of  thy  mother  ?"  Or  do  their  words  seem  to  you  as  idle 
tales  and  you  believ  them  not  ? 

Let  me  assure  you  who  have  pious  parents,  that  you  cannot 
have  them  long.  They  will  soon  be  taken  from  yoa,  or  you  will  soon 
be  torn  from  them.  When  they  reason  with  you  of  righteousness, 
temperance,  and  judgment  to  come  ;  when  they  talk  to  you  of  the 
certainty  of  death;  of  the  importance  of  religion  ;  of  the  vanity  of 
the  world  ;  of  the  future  state  of  retribution  ;  of  a  never  enchng 
eternity  ; — be  entreated, — O,  be  entreated  to  listen  and  obey. — 
Say  not,  with  the  hardened  and  wretched  Felix,  "Go  thy  way  for 
this  time  ;  when  I  have  a  convenient  season  1  will  call  for  thee." 
That  convenient  season  may  never  come.  It  never  came  to  him^ 
find  he  lost  his  soul.  '  My  son,  my  daughter,  hear  the  instruc- 
tions of  thy  father,  and  forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother.'  "  For 
they  inhall  be  an  ornament  of  grace  unto  thy  head,  pnd  chains 
about  thy  neck. 

Finally — Let  us  all  consider  that  what  we  have  to  do,  we  must 
do  quickly.  "  The  living  go  to  the  dead,"  and  that  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. "  The  grave  is  ever  without  any  apparent  order."  It 
contains  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  aged 
and  the  young,  the  hoary  head  and  the  infant  of  a  span  long. — 
Who  should  not  stand  prepared  ?  Who  should  not  set  their  houses 
and  their  hearts  in  order,  knowing  that  they  shall  surely  die  and 
not  live  ?  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
might  ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wisdom  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goest." — "  For  the  living 
know  that  they  shall  die,  but  the  dead  know  not  any  thing,  neither 
have  they  any  more  a  reward  ;  for  the  memory  of  them  is  forgot- 
ten. Al«o  their  love,  and  their  hatred,  and  their  envy  is  now 
perished  ;  neither  have  they  any  more  a  portion  forever,  in  any 
thing  that  is  done  under  the  sun."  Let  us  be  assured  that  "•  it  is 
appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after  this,  the  judgment."— 
Amkk. 


